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Come one; come all to share in the 
fun, food, and fright! 

Sue and Lue have checked it out.  
We know you will have a great time 
solving the mystery, and 
participating in as much folly as you 
choose.  Is murder on the menu? 

Welcome…to “Murder Mortuary”  
where Dr. Burgess Orlock has just 
been released after 25 years in 
prison, for the crime of conducting 
questionable “medical experiments” 
at the mortuary. You are cordially 
invited to the mortuary for the 
Doctor's “Welcome Home” 
Masquerade party where costumes 
are encouraged, but not required. 

Come at 6:00 PM to meet the 
actors, participate in the optional 
scavenger hunt, and enjoy a cash 
bar.  We will move into the dining 
room at 6:30 PM for savory baked 
chicken breasts, fresh fruit, rice 
pilaf, green salad, rolls, and dessert.  
Iced water, lemonade, and coffee 
are provided. Gluten free and 
vegetarian meals are available upon 
request. 

After dinner, the mystery begins on 
stage, and clues are available in 
order for each table of 10 to attempt 
to solve the crime.  There are those 
who would like to send the good Dr. 
Burgess Orlock back to prison.  Will 
that be you? 

Reserve by October 15.  This will 
be a popular Halloween event, and 

 

 

will be open to all CMC members.  Make your 
reservation now on www.cmc.org  Sign in , click 
on programs , scroll and click on social activities, 
click on Rocky Mountain Over the Hill Gang 
Murder  Mystery and Dinner.  Please respond to 
the question “Do you need a gluten-free or 
vegetarian meal?” before pressing the 
CONTINUE button.   If you have difficulty signing 
up, you may call Shelby Mattingly at CMC 303-
996-2765 for assistance. 
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Since most of our members are retired, our 
section normally does not schedule activities 
on weekends.  The last weekend of 
September was a notable exception.  On 
Saturday, a beautiful Colorado fall day, 
twenty civic minded members participated in 
the semi annual highway cleanup.  Four 
groups of four to five “worker bees” cleaned 
up trash along I-70 mile markers 223 and 
224.  Afterwards the group met in 
Georgetown and enjoyed a delicious picnic 
lunch provided by Jim and Marion Dries.  
Honorable mention was given for the most 
unusual piece of trash.  A wallet containing a 
$10.00 bill was found!  Runners up were a 
set of false teeth and a “teddy bear”.  Maybe 
there is a future in trash collection.   

Our section’s annual dinner meeting was 
held on Sunday evening at the Mount 
Vernon Country Club.  MVCC is located in 
Genesee and is noted for its spectacular 
views of city lights of the Denver metro area.  
After a delicious buffet featuring MVCC’s 

 

famous “coconut shrimp” the group elected 
three new members to our board. The 
names of the new board members are 
indicated in a separate article in this 
newsletter.  Mr. Richard Ortner, a 
meteorologist for TV channel 7, then gave a 
fascinating presentation on Colorado 
weather and the potential danger of 
lightening.  We should all pay more attention 
to the possibility of potential storms.  
Everyone, not just high country hikers, who 
participate in outdoor activities, are at risk. 

Board members going off of the board due 
to expired terms and activity coordinators for 
hiking, biking and social events were 
recognized.  These individuals were 
presented with gift certificates for nominal 
amounts for their service to our section.  The 
meeting was adjourned at 9:30 PM.  Many 
thanks go to our social coordinator, Joan 
Waldheim, for planning and organizing the 
dinner and meeting. 
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At the annual dinner and meeting 
held on September 27, 2009, in 
accordance with the bylaws of the 
RMOTHG, the membership 
attending the dinner and meeting 
elected the following members to 
three year terms on the board of 
directors:  Dorse Cooper, Barbara 
Schwarz, and Wayne Tomasello. 

Board members for the 2009-2010 
year are: 

Jim Stookesberry 
Sue Osborn 
Marion Dries 
Pete Spandau 
Lue Fratantuono 
Dave Grimes 
Wayne Tomasello 
Dorse Cooper 
Barbara Schwarz. 

At a board meeting held on Sunday, 
September 27, 2009, the new board for the 
2009-2010 year elected the following 
members to officer positions: 

Section Chairperson:     Jim Stookesberry 
Section Vice Chairperson: Pete Spandau 
Section Secretary:     Dorse Cooper 
Section Treasurer:     Barbara Schwarz 

The next board meeting will be held at the 
home of Marion Dries on Monday, 
November 16, 2009. 

The board wishes to thank Joe Leahy, 
Barbara Gordon, and Kathy Joyce for 
running for the board. 

���������	
�	��
���������	
�	��
���������	
�	��
���������	
�	��
� ���
Section Chairperson 
  



�������(��� � 
�
������%% �)���� ������ $��*�! �

 /���	� �
It’s that time of year when the 
daytime temperatures and riding 
condition begin to control the 
enjoyment of cycling for our Group.  
For those of us that enjoy the nip in 
the air and the fall colors, the 
change provides a different riding 
experience.  This means we’ll still be 
riding on Fridays when the weather 
is favorable.  Ride announcements 
will be emailed at the beginning of 
the week when the projected 
weather looks warn and dry.  If 
interested in cycling, please contact 
me by email at 
spspandau@msn.com or 303-432-
2447. 

A big thanks goes out to Rich 
Strand, Wayne Tomasello, Dave 
Grimes and Jeff Flax and all the 
fellow riders for another successful 
riding season.  A great time was had 
by all at the Tour of the Vineyards 
weekend in Grand Junction. 
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A couple of items of interest from 
Denver Group of CMC as summer 
winds down. 

First, there is a new director of the 
Navigation School.  She is from the 
USGS and will be holding both Map 
and Compass and GPS schools twice 
a year.  The schools will probably be 
announced in the Mile High 
Mountaineer in Sept. or Oct.  If you 
are interested, you will need to sign up 
early, as there is high interest and 
they will fill up quickly. 

Denver Group Trip Leader School: 
October 15 and 22, 6:30 - 9:30 PM 

 
Wine tasting at the tour de vineyards 

Contact Martha Mustard 303-547-
8891 mustardo3@comcast.net 

The American Mountaineering 
Museum 
(www.mountaineeringmuseum.org) 
has two on-going programs these 
days.  They have "Thirsty 3rd 
Thursday” each month with music, 
drinks ($1 beer) and an opportunity to 
hang out at the museum.  It starts at 
5:30 PM.  

The first Wednesday of the month 
they have a speaker series.  October 
7th will be “Best Snow Climbs and 
Scrambles” with Dave Cooper. 
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Is summer at an end?  No way, we 
say!!  Sadly it is true.  However, 
autumn is here and hopefully time for 
a few more weeks of hiking before the 
snow flies.  As we know it is hard to 
predict weather, especially in our 
mountains and foothills.  So, our dates 
for hiking will still be on Wednesday 
for continuity, but on a TBA basis.  
There may be some hikes offered on�
other days as our leaders are able, so 
watch for those.  We will offer the 
Wednesday hikes at least until the 
middle of October. 

 
Butler Gulch 

The Wednesday hikes�have proven to 
be very popular.  Those that hike 
regularly have seen their�ability 
improve.  We continue to try to offer�
hikes that may test� those abilities and 
still offer casual hikes when possible.  
All information about Wednesday 
hikes will still be sent weekly via email 
to those on the Hiking list. 

It has been a great summer with 
wonderful camaraderie, fun hikes and 
good weather.  After this season, until 
next year, you may see some of us 

snowshoeing, cross-country skiing, 
or our favorite, alpine skiing. 

Thanks to all who participated this 
year.  YOU made it fun!! 
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303-670=5141 

mjdries@ymail.com 
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303-752-2025 
Stookesberry@msn.com 
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by Carl Slater 

She went down like a rag doll, 
Sliding fifteen feet down the slope 
Before coming to a full stop 
With her backpack holding her down, 
Fortunately not bouncing off any rocks 
Since there were none where she had 
fallen 
Only a forest mulch of pine needles and 
dirt 
Covering the ground at that point. 

She was still talking, though amazed, 
Discovered no serious injuries 
Only some cuts on her forearms, 
So she quickly, with help, righted herself 
And came back up the slope 
Expressing embarrassment. 

Afterwards she confessed 
It had only been a ploy 
An attention getting device 
Since it was her first hike with this group 
And by the end of the hike 
All thirty-two people knew her name 
Though I will not repeat it here. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October 29th   Murder Mystery and Dinner 
December 6th  Eleventh Annual Holiday Potluck and�White Elephant Party�
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"Blue Monday" hikers broke the 
mold from doing the same old RMOTHG 
hikes.  We provided something for 
everyone.  We did a nice hike up to 
Eccles Pass from Frisco when the 
Aspen were just starting to turn.  We 
also climbed Mt Massive (14,421 ft) 
near Leadville; it is the second highest 
peak in Colorado.  A black bear ran 
across the trail when we were making 
the ascent, but it didn't want to join us 
on the push to the summit.  We also did 
two Easy A hikes as well, one from 
Loveland Valley to Bakerville, 5 miles 
and a Loss of 1,000 feet in elevation.  
The other was a Sunday morning flora 
and fauna hike in Roxborough State 
Park that was only five, mostly-level 
miles.  In October we are going back to 
the Buffalo Peaks Wilderness to summit 
North Buffalo Peak.  Buffalo Peaks 
Wilderness is one of Colorado's newest 
wilderness areas designated by the 

1993 Colorado Wilderness Act. 
Buffalo Peaks offers an enjoyable 
alternative to nearby areas thronged 
by crowds pursuing 14er summits.  
Located about 10 miles SW of 
Fairplay, the Buffalo Peaks are two, 
high-domed mountains plainly visible 
throughout South Park and the 
Arkansas Valley. Twenty-five to thirty 
million years ago, volcanic ash and 
lava flows filled a valley here, and the 
subsequent uplifting and erosion 
shaped the summits we see today. 
The peaks mark the southern 
terminus of the Mosquito Range, a 
large faulted anticline. Beaver, elk, 
mule deer and one of Colorado's 

 
Joe & Barb Gordon on the Summit of Mt. Massive 

 Tentative trips for October  are:  
October 3 Saturday: West Buffalo Peak 13,326' 
October 17th Saturday: Pike's Peak (take the cog train down) 
October 23rd Friday: Mt Flora, Eva, Parry, and Bancroft (13ers) 
October 30th Friday: Mt. Guyot 13,370'  

largest herds of bighorn sheep (150 
individuals) call the Buffalo Peaks 
Wilderness home, but human visitors, 
relatively few, prefer the nearby and 
more glamorous Collegiate Peaks 
Wilderness. 

We will also schedule an unofficial 
winery tour to Balisteri Vineyards in 
North Denver.  Also, we will schedule 
several Easy A hikes on the 
weekends. 
 
See: http://othgpictures.shutterfly.com 
for pictures of RMOTHG activities. 
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Members may place free noncommercial approved 
classified ads each month, if space is available. The 
editor is free to change the ad in order to fit in the 
available space. RMOTHG is not associated with or 
responsible for the content of the ads. 
 
Rent my condo! It’s Available Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, and weekends during ski season. It is 
three miles from Keystone Ski Resort. Go to 
www.vrbo/185391 for details. The rates are: 
Thanksgiving $170 per night, Christmas weeks Dec. 
18 - Jan 3 $225 per night, weekends $170 - $185. It 
sleeps 8. Contact Lynn Forsberg 303 798-3008 or 
email her at lynnforsberg@q.com 



 

Section Chair   Jim Stookesberry          303 752-2025 
Section Vice Chair Pete Spandau          303 432-2447 
Secretary  Dorse Cooper          303-832-7351 
Treasurer  Barbara Schwarz          303-816-9172 
 
Members at large  Marion Dries          303 670-5141 

Lue Fratantuono          303 683-7309 
Dave Grimes          303-986-7666 
Sue Osborn          303-384-3250 

   Wayne Tomasello         720 344-8932 
 
CMC Denver Council Rep Sandy Curran          303 216-0576 
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Membership Gurney Bartlett               303 424-0254 
Snowshoeing Pete Spandau  303 432-2447 
Ski Touring Joe Leahy  720 839-3245 
Biking  Pete Spandau  303 432-2447 
  Dave Grimes  303 986-7666 
  Rich Strand  303 451-8033 
Hiking  Marion Dries  303 670-5141 

Jim Stookesberrry 303 752-2025 
Joe Leahy  720 839-3245 

Activities  Joan Waldheim               303 988-3332  
Newsletter Wayne Tomasello 720 344-8932 
  Email:               wtomasello@comcast.net 
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