News|etter

COLORADO
MOUNTAIN CLUB

Colorado Mountam Club
Fort Gollms Group

‘A'{" D ’ b
v . Vo
' 4 » 4 o A M
’ a .
: : "]‘ ' ﬁ e . :

Vol. 2015, No. 3
May, 2015




Table o1 ontents:
3
S
S

Wh a t 'I—'I-a've w e bee-'-h' doi Adlg é e é




Taple o1 ontents:
3
9
2]
s Meet your Group Coun: o

s Member Feedbackééééééééééé.




Scott Farquhar

Communication is a two way street, with that in mind much of this issue
Is dedicated to summarizing the results of the recent membership
survey (see page 25 To 38). Thanks to all that took the time to fill out the
survey. A few of the preliminary actions the council is taking are listed

on page 39. Additional actions will be taken as the council continues to
digest the results. Note there were a couple of suggestions asking for
more trip reports éé well BRI NG THEM O

contributions to the newsletter, | have yet to turn someone down.

Next | would like to welcome the 10 new members that have joined the

Fort Collins Group since February (seethe next page for a listing). If you

need any help in taking advantage of the resources the club has to

of fer dondt hesitate to contact me or
Director. Also see page 16 for a link to a tutorial on the CMC State Web

page on how a1t site to sign up for trip and perform other
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The Fort Collins Group Council and | plan to do all we can to better -
communicate with the membership. One small way we can do this is to

start our monthly programs with a short (5 -minute) business meeting to

welcome all, introduce new members, make announcements of

Ward Whicker interest, and respond to questions concerning the club activities.

Anot her gesture is to add a short o0Mes
Newsletter. So, here is my first such attempt.

The Council and | wish to thank those who participated in the Membership Survey, the results of
which are summarized in this newsletter. We feel this was a worthwhile effort to better -
understand the feelings of the membership at large about the activities of the club, so we can
focus our efforts in the future on those things of greatest importance. One clear desire of many
appears to be the need for more trips, and a greater variety of them. It is obvious that many if

oster as the date nears. An




Formal courses offered by the Group are highly valued by the membership. We recently

formed an Ad hoc Education Committee that has examined our current and potential course
offerings. Presently, the Mountain Hiking School (MHS) is well  -underway with 15 enthusiastic
students involved in | earning many basic skills n
in our great mountains. The Alpine Scrambling Course (ASC) will be offered again this year,
starting with lectures in late May and skills on rock and snow in early June. This course follows
naturally from the MHS, and adds the experience and confidence to climb perhaps 90 % of

the high summits in Colorado. The MHS and ASC both provide a strong base for those

interested in higher -level mountaineering skills that we plan to offer in 2016 through a most -
welcome return of the Basic Mountaineering Course. After a hiatus of several years, Kevin

Willey and Gordon Thibedeau have committed to bringing this great course back to our

Group. Last winter we had several practical workshops on snowshoe and cross -country ski
travel, which provided a strong start to these methods of travel over our superb wintertime

routes. We hope in the next 'wo to be able to offer num oy . ourses on a wide




What: May Program

Where: Senior Center

When: May 27, 7:00 PM

Who: Fort Collins CMC Members AND Public Welcome

Bob Dietz
In this presentation, Dr. Joe Grim of the National Center for Atmospheric

Research, will discuss how to prepare for, and identify, potential weather
hazards while hiking in the mountains.  Topics covered will include: 1)




What: FC Group Annual BBQ

Where: Rollin Moore, Shelter #2 (by the sand volleyball court)
When: June 24, 6:00 PM

Who: YOU!

Fort Collins Group Annual BBQ. The club will provide burgers, bratwurst,
veggie burgers, drinks, and dishware. Please bring a salad, side, or dessert to
share. The picnic will be held at Rolland Moore Park, shelter #2, near the




Alpine Scrambling 2015

Photo by Scott Farquhar

ield trip June 6 .
Additionally there will be a snow climb later in June, an alpine rock scramble in July and
an overnight backpack and rock scramble in August.

Scrambling covers the realm between hiking mountain trails and technical climbing of

extremely steep terrain, and involves coordinated use of hands and feet to ascend and

descend terrain too rugged to simply wal k. The
be ascended in good weather without roped protection, providing climbers have

appropriate knowledge, adequate scrambling skills, and use good judgment.

This course provides instruction and field practice on steeper rock and on moderately

steep snowfields that can be traversed without crampons. Instructors will be prepared to

prowde roped belay to those requestlng it. Topics to be taught mclude gear and

: in hazard: g, route C I




